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NIRA WE HAVE-WHY NOT SIRA?
Elsewhere we make facetious reference to C. P. A. and
C. P. K. Here, however, we are somewhat serious, more
serious than we, ourselves, would like to admit, and say
that NIRA should have its supplement in SIRA. The
National Industrial Recovery Administration should have its
complement in a State Income (Recovery) (Retention)
Administration.
In this remark our thoughts are directed to the slot
machine and punch board rackets. Rackets we call them, and
rackets they are-rackets that are being winked at by private
citizens and by servants of the public-rackets that are only
forerunners of those that made Cicero, Illinois, notorious, and
brought to newspaper headlines the words dip, dive, gangster,
gunman, racket, racketeer.
One single punch board racket, in one single day, in one
single business enterprise, in one single city in this State took
in $500. That's something to think about in a land of drought,
public relief and unemployment. Why assume a povertystricken attitude and bend the suppliant's knee in prayers
for rain if we have lost the moral courage to attack some of
our problems in other ways?
We say "Kill the radkets or control them !" And if we
decide that controlling them is better than killing them, make

the fees large enough to make control certain, and to pay its
cost. At any rate, let's endeavor to struggle along without
the spectacle of $25,000 gangster funerals. Let Cicero remain
their sole habitat.-Editor.

